Name: ____________________________________________ APES Ecosystems & Energy
Whaling Education and Take a Stand Assignment
The Situation: The hunting of whales (whaling) has a long history.  Traditional hunts by small groups of primarily indigenous peoples have been replaced by high-tech, factory style whaling.  Until the modern era, whale populations were rarely at the point of extermination.  Now, populations of most of the large species and many of the smaller species are at critical levels.  

The first task is to learn about the current whaling situation.  Then, I want you to take a stand in favor of or opposed to the practice of whaling.  However, this is a practice which has a long and complicated tradition among many small tribes of indigenous people from island nations, as well as from larger countries including Japan.  You must first find out about this practice using the following resources (all linked to Mr. Manzo’s APES webpage).

1. The International Whaling  Commission Homepage:  http://www.iwcoffice.org/history-and-purpose
2. The IWC Information about the whaling practice: http://iwc.int/whaling
a. Use this site to find out the difference between aboriginal subsistence whaling, commercial whaling, and special permit (scientific) whaling

b. and special permit whaling

3. The IWC Information about species of whales: http://iwc.int/lives
a. Use this site to learn about the details of the different types of whales, and what their current status is.  Click on the Population estimates to find out about current status.  Select at least 3 different whales to comment on.
4. The Japan Whaling Association Newsletter: http://www.whaling.jp/english/news/jwa_news_13.pdf
5. The Makah Nation Whaling Information Page: http://www.makah.com/whalingtradition.html
6. The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society (creators of “Whale Wars”): http://www.seashepherd.org/whales/
a. Use this site to find out about a private group dedicated to the enforcement of the IWC ban on whaling, and about how they go about protecting whales.
Your Task: Write a summary that explains all the facets of this issue.  Focus on the following key questions:

· What is the current status of whaling in international waters?

· Identify and describe at least 3 whale species known to be endangered or at risk, threatened, etc.  

· Are there some whale species more at risk than others, and are there some areas of the ocean more critical?

· Who/what is the International Whaling Commision? The Japan Whaling Association?

· Who is the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society and what are they doing to protect whales?
· Who is the Makah Nation?  Should tribes such as this be allowed to take whales under any circumstances?

· Should whaling be limited to closely monitored hunts by indigenous people only?

· Should whaling in international waters be allowed to continue?

· What kind of whale products, if any, should be traded internationally?

· Do you support an outright ban on whaling?  Under what circumstances would you support whaling?  (HAVE AN OPINION BACKED UP BY FACTS)
Time permitting, you will be asked to take the side of either the whaling groups or those opposed to any whaling.  Use the links provided on Mr. Manzo’s website to obtain the necessary background information to support your side of the argument.  Be prepared to back up your statements in the class debate with factual information gleaned from these resources.  Additionally, you should understand both sides (all facets) of the issue in order to be an effective debater and convince others of your line of reasoning. 
As a guide, please be sure your paper addressed the questions posed on this sheet, and was grammatically correct, with proper spelling and punctuation throughout.  If you used the resources given on Mr. Manzo’s website, there is no need to cite them parenthetically in the paper.  If you use outside sources, you must cite them in the paper.

